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Detailed Action 

This is a non-final action is in response to RCE filed on 11/28/06, 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The Examiner has read and reviewed all of the information provided by 
the Applicant. The examiner rejects as final claims 1 & 3-14 under 35 USC 103. 
The Applicant attention is re-drawn to the following: 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Postrel (U.S. Patent 6,594,640) in view of Riordan (U.S. Patent 6,078,891 .) 
Re claim 1, 7 & 9-14: Postrel discloses: 

A system and method for operating a reward points accumulation and redemption 
program comprising: 

a first storage mans (see Postrel, Figure 5, item 10) adapted to store commodity 
information that includes at least a commodity name and a selling price of a commodity 
as an object of transaction. 

a second storage means (see Postrel, Figure 5, Item 40) adapted to store 
information specifying combinations of two or more different commodities and adopted 
to store specific parameters concerning economic return, which are applied respectively 
to combinations, related information and specific parameters 
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and third storage means (see Poslrel, Figure 5, Item 30) adapted to store a general- 
purpose parameter concerning economic return which is applied to commodities other 
than combination of commodities. 

It is clear that Postrel system would be capable of handling such information. The 
examiner would like to point that that with respect to the additional citation in the claim 
the currently claim language of "for" is interpreted as intended use only. 

Although Postrel does not have specifically describe judging for "combinations of 
commodities" Riordan specifically teaches "bundle together the sale of two or more 
items" (See Riordan, Column 9, line 22) and it is commonly known to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to have marketing promotions that consist of "bundled offers." 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was nriade to add bundled offers as taught in Riordan to 
Postrel. 

It is clear that one would be nriotivated because this would create unique 
offer that would attract shoppers. 

Claim 1 is similar to claim 7 & 9-14. It would be obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art that these claim have similar limitation. Therefore, claims 7 & 9-14 
are rejected based on the information provided regarding claim 1. 

Re claim 3: Postrel discloses: 

A system and method for operating a reward points accumulation and redemption 
program receiving user information (see Postrel, Fig 5, Item 54 "user redemption 
profile") and storing user points (see Postrel, Fig 5, Item 54 "user accounts"). 
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Additionally, the examiner would like to point that that with respect to the 
additional citation in the claim the currently claim language oif "for" is interpreted as 
intended use only. 

Re claim 4: Postrel discloses: 

A system and method for operating a reward points accumulation and 
redemption program utilizes a "reward server conversion rate" (see Postrel, Fig 
5, Item 54). 

Re claim 5: Postrel discloses: 

A system and method for operating a reward points accumulation and 
redemption program utilizes a "reward server conversion rate" (see Postrel, Fig 
5. Item 54). 

Although Postrel does not have specifically describe judging for 
"combinations of commodities" Riordan specifically teaches "bundle together the 
sale of two or more items" (See Riordan; Column 9, line 22) and it is conrimonly 
known to one of ordinary skill in the art to have marketing promotions that consist 
of "bundled offers." 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add bundled offers as taught in Riordan to 
Postrel. It is clear that Postrel specifics "rates" more than one used for different 
situations. One such situation could be the "bundled sale" or "combination of 
commodities." 

It is clear that one would be motivated because this would create unique 
offer that would attract shoppers. 
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Re claim 6: Postrel discloses: 

A system and method for operating a reward points accumulation and 
redemption program utilizes a "reward server conversion rate" (see Postrel, Fig 
5, Item 54). 

Re claim 8: Postrel discloses: 

An order apparatus for operating a reward points accumulation and 
redemption program utilizes containing a fourth storage (see Postrel, Figure 5, 
"user accounts") 

It is clear that Postrel system would be capable of handling such 
information. The examiner would like to point that that with respect to the 
additional citation in the claim the currently claim language of "for" is interpreted 
as intended use only. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 2 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/28/06 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

In particular, and respect to Claim 1 the Applicant argued 1^*: prior art 
does not have "specific parameter for each combination concerning economic 
return. 
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The Examiner refutes the argument made by the Applicant and draws the 
attention to see Postrel, Figure 5, Item 40. Additionally the examiner would like to 
point out that since this claim only recites "concerning economic return" and 
make no reference to the point system then any marketing 101 book would read 
on this as a bundled offer. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Kirsten S, Apple whose telephone number is 
571 .272.5588. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00- 
5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on 571-272-6783. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-272-6126. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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